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now also available.

We will be establishing a charter for the Junior
AMVETS in January. Let us know if you have chil-
dren or grandchildren between the ages of 5 and
17 who would like to participate. This group will
function similar to our other groups under the guid-
ance of AMVETS and Auxiliary Coordinators.

From AMVETS to Auxiliary to Sons of AMVETS to
Color Guard to Honor guard to Junior AMVETS to
Sad Sacks to Sackettes - and maybe to Riders:
WATCH US GROW!     HELP US GROW!  Then watch
what we can do for our military, our veterans, our
community, our children and for the promotion of
Americanism through demonstrated Patriotism.

Ladies,

I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone
that donated items to the craft and bake sale to
benefit the Hospice of Volusia County.  We raised
a total of $815.00 for the charity.

If you visit the Post, you will see the Snowmen on
the walls.  We are raising money for Christmas for
the children that are in the Foster Care system of
the Children Home Society.  They have three
Homes.  One is from children infant to 12 years of
age, the second is for girls 13 through 17 and the
third is for boys 13 through 17.  There will be a
box in the Post for toys for the first home.  Due to
the fact that the older children are harder to buy

Happy Holidays to all our AMVET Family!

Another Newsletter is here. Time marches - on and
so does AMVETS Post 911.

We want to take this opportunity to welcome our
“Snow Birds” on their return to Florida. We hope
to see you all at the “SnowFLake” dinner on
December 8th. We are also
planning a Christmas Party
and a New Year’s Eve Party.

Post 911 is expanding! The
addition of the Gunny Sacks
and the Bunny Sag Sackettes is
underway. These groups of honor focus on
providing nursing scholarships.The AMVETS,
Auxiliary and Son’s Scholarships applications are

COODINATOR
Al Doggett

Preserving Freedom ¥ Supporting Veterans and Military ¥ Providing Community Service

Ladies Auxiliary President: Anna Warren for, we are selling the Snowmen to raise money to
buy gift cards for them.
Please donate a dollar to this cause.

We are in need of volunteers to help with the
projects that we now are working on.  The sign up
sheets are on the Auxiliary bulletin board.  One or
two hours a week would help to insure that all of
these projects are completed in a timely manner.

We will sponsor the dinner January 10th, 2008.  The
menu will be grilled chicken, potato salad, Bake
beans and cole slaw, all for just $5.  Come join us,
have a good meal which will be followed by music
and the birthday bash.
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Ladies Auxiliary 1st Vice:
Fran Doggett

Membership is doing great -  We
want to welcome all our new
members. Please note the calen-
dar for our meeting dates.

Ladies Auxiliary 2nd Vice:
Judy Evans
Child Welfare Report

A group of Homeschooled stu-
dents participated in projects for
the AMVET supported “Make a
Difference Day” on October 27,
2007. The students came up with
good ideas that included collect-
ing paper, collecting money for
food for a bird sanctuary, and or-
ganizing a “Heart Walk” over the
Dunlawton Bridge. These young
students are to be commended

for making a difference in the
Port Orange Community.

ÒDrug Users are LosersÓ

The AMVETS Against Drugs and
Alcohol Abuse Contest received
good response. We received and
displayed 34 posters and essays
based on the theme “Drug Users
are Losers”. The entries came
from several Schools and groups
in the Port Orange area. After
much deliberation, our judges,
Aux. President Annie Warren,
AMVET Adjutant, Bobby Cara-
way, and the AMVET Good Will
Ambassador Bill Egan had diffi-
cult decisions to make.
The winners are:
Primary 1st Place - Jamie Bruflodt,
2nd Place - Jace Bower; Interme-
diate 1st Place -Zachary Kometas,

2nd Place - Cody Gambino;
Middle School 1st Place - Billy
Hall, 2nd Place - Josh Godawa;
High School 1st Place - Katelyn
Kavanaugh, 2nd Place - Stanley
Pandy.

For the December holidays, the
Auxiliary will be collecting toys,
clothes and money for the
Children’s Home Society’s Foster
Care Programs. CHS offers assis-
tance to all children including
those over 18 who have reached
the age of becoming indepen-
dent but do not have the re-
sources to live independently.
Please donate what you can and
come into the canteen and buy a
snowman to support the pur-
chase of gift cards for these chil-
dren and young adults.

Foster Care Program Drive

A
Soldier’s

Christmas

T           ‘was the night before Christmas, he lived
all alone, In a one bedroom house made of plas-
ter and stone. I had come down the chimney with
presents to give, and to see just who in this home
did live. I looked all about, a strange site did I see,
No tinsel, no presents, not even a tree. No stock-
ings by the mantle, just boots filled with sand, on
the wall were hung pictures of far distance lands.
With medals and badges, awards of all kinds, a
sobering thought then came through my mind.

For this house was different, it was dark and
dreary, I had found the home of a soldier once I
could see clearly. I heard stories about them, I had
to see more, so I walked down the hall and
pushed open the door. The soldier lay sleeping,
silent, alone, curled up in this, his one bedroom
home. His face was so gentle, the room in  disor-
der, not how I pictured a United States Soldier.
Was this the war hero of whom I’d just read?
Curled up on a poncho, the floor for a bed? His
head was clean shaven, his weathered face tan, I
soon understood this was more than a man.

I realized the families that I saw this night, owed
their lives to these soldiers who were willing to
fight. Soon round the world the children would
play, and grown-ups celebrate a bright Christmas
day. They enjoyed freedom each month of the
year, because of these soldiers like the one lying
here. I couldn’t help wonder how many lay alone,
on a cold Christmas Eve, in a land far from home.

The very thought brought a tear to my eye, I
dropped to my knees and started to cry. The sol-
dier awakened and I heard a rough voice, “Santa
don’t cry, this is my life, my choice. I fight for free-
dom, I don’t ask for more. My life is my God, my
Country my Corps.”

The soldier rolled over and soon drifted to sleep, I
couldn’t control it I started to weep. I kept watch
for hours, so silent and still, and we both shivered
from the cold nights’ chill. I took off my jacket, the
one made of red, and I covered this soldier from
his toes to his head. I put on his T-shirt of gray and
black, with an eagle and an Army patch embroi-
dered on back. Although it barely fit me I began
to swell with pride, and for shining moment, I was
United States Army deep inside.

I didn’t want to leave on that cold dark night, this
guardian of honor, so willing to fight. Then the
soldier rolled over with a voice soft and pure, whis-
pered, “Carry on Santa, Christmas Day is secure”.
One look at my watch and I knew he was right,
Merry Christmas my friend and to all a good
night...
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Color Guard Officers

Commander
Rick Bernardini

Captain/D.I./Medic
Dave Doyle

Captain
Bill Avery

1st Lieutenant
Dan Cornell

2nd Lieutenant
Mike Linders

Tech. Sergeant/Finance Officer
Fran Doggett

Sergeant
Greg Whitlock

PFC
Donnie Kovarik

RIFLE TEAM

Captain - Bill Wilson
Donald “Sarge” Taylor

Doug Jackson
Jeffrey Snead
Bob Dillman

David Bennett
Jerry Bluel

Craven Bradshaw

Sons of AMVETS Commander:
Ted Bell

Thanks for the great Son’s support
during 2007. Let’s keep the mo-
mentum going through 2008!

Let’s keep the men and women
overseas in our thoughts this holi-
day season. When we celebrate,
celebrate for them as well - keep
them in our hearts.
Happy Holidays!

1st Vice Commander:
Al Doggett

Membership Renewals are due.
Dues are still $30. National sent
out a notice saying $34 - This was
an error.Please renew early so that
we will reach 100% before Janu-
ary 1st. If you do not renew by
December 31st, you will have to

Color Guard Commander:
Rick Bernardini

Your Color/Honor Guard has had
a busy summer. Thank you for
your participation and for all of
the great help we had at our
Veteran’s Day program.

We will be participating in the
Holly Hill Christmas parade on
December 1st at 10am, and the
Port Orange Christmas parade
December 22nd at 2pm. We are
having a shotgun raffle that will
drawn at the Post Christmas
party on December 22nd. See
any Color/Honor guard member
for tickets.

We are still looking for new
members to join our teams. Just
tell one of us if you’re interested.
We wish you all a happy and safe
holiday season!

Canteen Manager:
Gil Hubbuch

What a great time we had at our
Halloween Party - it was a big
success! Our Christmas party is
December 22nd - There will be
free door prize drawings on the
1/2 hour from 7-9:30 pm.
AMVETS will supply the meats &
bread. Please write your name on
the bulletin board and the side
dish or dessert you would like to
bring.

The New Year’s Eve party will fea-
ture meats & breads provided by
the AMVETS. Pot luck dishes are
welcome.  Merry Christmas!!

Under Child Welfare Programs,
Post 911 will begin the organiza-
tion of a Charter for Junior
AMVETS in January 2008. This
group is for the Children and
grandchildren of AMVET and Aux-
iliary members between the ages
of 5 and 17. Call the post for more
information.

fill out a new member applica-
tion and start over!

Ladies Auxiliary 3rd Vice:
Sandy Brock

It’s hard to believe that this year
is almost over! Our Post has ac-
complished so much in such a
short time. Thanks to all who have
volunteered to make 2007 so re-
warding and fulfilling. Please vol-
unteer when you can- we all have
hidden talents and great ideas.
Together we can make a differ-
ence!

January 2008

    Sunday             Monday         Tuesday        Wednesday      Thursday          Fr iday            Saturday

2 3

 7  8 9   10

14  15   16   17

21  22   23   24

28  29   30

4 5

6  11  12

  13  18  19

20  25  26

  27

M   E   E   T   I   N   G   S

AMVETS
Third Monday each month at 7pm

Sons of AMVETS
Third Tuesday each month at 6:30pm

Auxiliary
Second Monday each month at 7pm

Color Guard
1st Saturday each month at 12 noon

E-Board
Thursday each month
before the AMVETS

meeting on the third Monday

AMVETs
Meeting 7pm
Card Draw

Card
Draw

Poker

Poker

Poker

AMVETs Sons
Meeting 6:30
Poker

Wings
5-8 pm

Seafood
5-8 pm

Wings
5-8 pm

Seafood
5-8 pm

Seafood
5-8 pm

Music
by Charlie

Music
by Charlie

Music
by Charlie

E-Board
Meeting 7pm
Charlie Music

Karaoke
by Roger

Karaoke
by Bugsy

Karaoke
by Roger

Karaoke
by Bugsy

Doc Holiday
Birthday
Auxiliary
Dinner

Music by
Doc Holiday

AUXILIARY
Meeting 7pm
Card Draw

Sad Sacks &
Sackettes
Meetings
Good Times

1

31

Watch for a
Crab Race!

Music by
Muchie

Music
by Charlie

Card
Draw
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News Updates
www.AMVETS911.org is growing fast. Log on
to find information. Look through the albums
for your picture participating in Post 911 activi-
ties. Write your comments or concerns in the
Forum.

We are continuing the ÒAMVETS DVD CollectionÓ.
Bring in your DVD’s - new or old and we will
ship them out to those who will send them on
to our military. We are collecting old Cell Phones.
They can be recycled into calling cards for our
troops. Empty Ink Cartridges can be turned in
to pay postage for packages and letters to our
troops. Small Stuffed Animals are still being col-
lected to be given to our first responders so they
can give them to children found in trauma situ-
ations.

Send Messages to our Troops:

We have been assigned three service members
who we plan to send monthly shoeboxes full of
“goodies” and weekly letters and postcards. Join
us in this endeavor by bringing in letters and
items for us to box and send out to them. This
holiday season America Supports You is giving
you a new way to send your thanks to the
troops- by text message! Find out more at
w w w . A m e r i c a Su p p o r t s Yo u . m i l /
AmericaSupportsY ou/thanks/

Also www.militarymail.org/join1.htm
www.defendamerica.mil/nman.htm

Junior AMVETS - is in the forming stages. This group
will be made up of the children in our ”AMVET
Family” between the ages of 5 and 18. Ask for

December 8th - Birthday Bash, December 15 -
Wreaths America, December 22 - Christmas
Dinner, December 31 -New Year’s Eve Party,

applications and membership requirements for your
children and/or grandchildren.

Volunteer Your Time -  Volunteer for hospital and
veterans home visits. Volunteer for fixing and serv-
ing at dinners. Help out in the community. Take
pride in cleaning your neighborhood. Mentor a
child or volunteer at a school. Help raise or donate
money to provide for children in need. Respond to
the call for volunteerism and display our American
values through demonstrated assistance to others
and patriotism for the USA.

Scholarships -  Are available from the AMVETS, Aux-
iliary and the Sons. These are available to those in
our “AMVET Family”.

Auxiliary Americanism Officer states that our Post
is really demonstrating Patriotism. During our Vet-
erans Day Program our members sold the AMVETS
White Cover which symbolizes “We will remem-
ber!” The Auxiliary has received a letter of appre-
ciation for our Patriotic efforts for the Patriot’s Day
Freedom Walk from Governor Crist. The American-
ism committee membceived Certificates of Appre-
ciation from the Department of Defense.

We are just beginning the National AMVETS and
Auxiliary Americanism Poster and Essay Contest. The
theme this year is “My Favorite American Hero”.
Watch for these Posters and Essays at the canteen.

Upcoming Events:

December 2007

    Sunday             Monday         Tuesday        Wednesday      Thursday          Fr iday            Satur day

 3 4   5  6

10  11   12   13

17 18  19   20

24  25   26

1

2 7  8

  9  14  15

16  21  22

  23

M   E   E   T   I   N   G   S

AMVETS
Third Monday each month at 7pm

Sons of AMVETS
Third Tuesday each month at 6:30pm

Auxiliary
Second Monday each month at 7pm

Color Guard
1st Saturday each month at 12 noon

E-Board
Thursday each month
before the AMVETS

meeting on the third Monday

Card
Draw

AMVETs
Meeting 7pm
Card Draw

No
Card
Draw

Poker

Poker

Closed
Merry
Christmas!

AMVETs Sons
Meet ing 6:30
Poker

Seafood
5-8 pm

Wings
5-8 pm

Seafood
5-8 pm

Kitchen
Closed

Music
by Charlie

E-Board
Meeting 7pm
Charlie Music

Karaoke
by Roger

 Karaoke
 by Bugsy

Karaoke
by Roger

Doc Holiday
Birthday Bash
Snowbirds
Dinner 4-7pm

Rick Spin
Crab Race
1-4pm

Doc Holiday
AMVET
Christmas
Party!

27 28

Karaoke
by Bugsy

AUXILIARY
Meeting 7pm
Card Draw

Holly Hill
Parade
Color Guard
Good Times

Music
by Charlie

 29

  30

Port
Orange
Parade

Music
by Charlie

Music by
Good Times

  31

New
Years
Eve!

Food
& Rick
Music


